
© 2007. Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc. All rights reserved

NX Designer Certification
The Value to NX Users and Managers
Siemens PLM Connection
June 4, 2008

Russ Boyd
Global Certification Program Manager

Jason Bunge
Education Services Manager



Page 2
© 2007. Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc. All rights reserved

Siemens PLM Software

Siemens PLM Software
Certified Professional Program

Topics

• Certification – A Growing Trend
• Why Certify?
• Siemens PLM Software Certified Professional Program
• Value of Obtaining Professional Certification
• NX Designer Certification

Topics

• Certification – A Growing Trend
• Why Certify?
• Siemens PLM Software Certified Professional Program
• Value of Obtaining Professional Certification
• NX Designer Certification



Page 3
© 2007. Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc. All rights reserved

Siemens PLM Software

Certification – A Growing Trend  

Definition of Certification: to attest as being true or as represented or as 
meeting a standard (1)

(1) Source: Merriam-Webster Online

(2) Hale, Judith (2000). Performance based certification. San Francisco, CA: Josey-Bass Pfeiffer. 

“More and more organizations are requiring certification to 
ensure that the people they hire are truly qualified to do 
the jobs they are intended to do.” (2)

“More and more organizations are requiring certification to 
ensure that the people they hire are truly qualified to do 
the jobs they are intended to do.” (2)

“Both external and internal certifications force organizations 
to be more disciplined in confirming that their people have 
or can get the knowledge and skills required to do their 
jobs safely, efficiently, and effectively.” (2)

“Both external and internal certifications force organizations 
to be more disciplined in confirming that their people have 
or can get the knowledge and skills required to do their 
jobs safely, efficiently, and effectively.” (2)
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Why Certify?
Certification Objectives

Certification can only be successful if you can identify a problem you are 
trying to solve. The items listed below are examples of problems that can 
be solved in part or in total by a certification:

Loss of revenue/profits due to poor job performance.
Inconsistent work product results.
Too much time for new users to achieve high, consistent results.
Inability to validate employees gained the skills and knowledge for 
which they are trained.

What problems do you recognize?What problems do you recognize?



Page 5
© 2007. Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc. All rights reserved

Siemens PLM Software

Why Certify?
Financial Results of Certification

Certification should also have a positive impact on a company’s bottom 
line and therefore management may ask for the financial benefits. This is 
sometimes difficult to document.

Anecdotal evidence of improved job performance.
Productivity gains as a result of implementing a certification program.
Successful results from other companies that have implemented 
certification programs.

Be prepared to measure the improvements.Be prepared to measure the improvements.
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INCENTIVE/
MOTIVATION

CONDITIONS

FEEDBACK
MEASUREMENT

KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILL

STANDARDS

The World’s Largest Train-The -Trainer Company

(US) Inc.

Traditional Training Domain

Positive impact from a well executed certification program.

Why Certify?
Individual Job Performance Factors
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Siemens PLM Software
Certified Professional Program

Global – Certified individuals in 12 countries 
Three Levels:

Certified Professional
Advanced Certified Professional
Master Certified Professional

Common tests used for customers, employees, and partners.
Based on Corporate level standards and guidelines consistent 
with recognized industry professional certification programs
Objective Testing 
Flexible preparation, no mandatory training
Free Assessments to determine readiness for Certification
Scalable infra-structure with online testing tools

Certified Professional

Advanced

Master
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Value of Obtaining Professional Certification
NX Designer Certification

Certified professionals are more proficient and help increase productivity 
Encourage the application of NX best practices
Increase productivity through proper assignment of technical resources
Provide a means to assess skills & identify any training requirements
Save time and money on internal training by identify actual need
Career advancement opportunities with recognition of validated skills
Formally documents your NX qualifications
Useful for matching your skills to your job responsibilities
Aid employers in screening potential employees and contract labor 
Quantify the effectiveness of training investment
Part of an employee’s Personal Development Program
Enable successful transition from I-deas to NX
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Value of Obtaining Professional Certification 
Customer Testimonials

“The NX Certification process quickly provides me, as the customer, hard 
data confirming the experience, training and ability of the designer to 
perform the tasks required to produce a properly modeled 3-D UG 
design.”

Paul Dom
GE Transportation - Aircraft Engines

“I am extremely satisfied with the thoroughness and effectiveness of the (NX) 
Designer Certification program. I and my team of 12 designers have all taken 
the certification, and proudly display the certification logo on our business 
cards. I compiled the results from all of my employees and was able to 
identify development plans individually and for the group as a whole. ”

Mark Halbish
TI Automotive
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NX Designer Certification

Skill-Based Testing Knowledge-Based Testing

Section 3 of Certification Test:

Q & A Knowledge Based Test
Proctored environment
Uses multiple question types
Leverages online format 
Test users’ knowledge of NX features and 
best practices 

Sections 1 & 2 of Certification Test:

Hands On Skill Based Test
Proctored environment
Leverages online format
Tests students ability to apply NX
Allows a variety of correct paths to 
correct solution when appropriate

Knowledge and Skill Examination
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NX Designer Certification

The NX Designer Certification is performance/skill and knowledge based

Timed part modeling and editing
Model parts from scratch
Include Design Intent
Perform design changes
Based on NX best practices 
Answer questions about key NX 
functions and applications

Timed part modeling and editing
Model parts from scratch
Include Design Intent
Perform design changes
Based on NX best practices 
Answer questions about key NX 
functions and applications
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NX Designer Certification Specifics

4 Hour Test
Areas tested 

Sketcher
Swept Features
Form Features
Reference Features
Trim Body
Expressions
Edge, Face, and Feature Operations
Feature Editing
Assemblies
Capturing Design Intent

Automated Objective Grading 
Grade Report for all test takers
Identifies topics for review or additional training
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Registration through local Education 
Services
Grade Results (All)
Certificate (Certified)
License to use Title (Certified)

NX Designer Certification Specifics

Certified Professional NX Designer 
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Where to Get More Information

Direct URL: http://training.ugs.com/certification/index.shtml
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Thank You!

Enjoy the conference.


